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Our journey continues...

Welcome to the second edition of the PYP Essentials. After the In this Edition:
success of the first edition we are very excited to make it to

number two. Editorial 1

Much has changed since our first edition and yet much remains the same. Network Contacts 1

There continues to be great movement in the area of curriculum across A Kindergarten Learning

Australia as meetings about the National Curriculum take place. However, in Journey 2

this time of uncertainty regarding syllabus documents and the content

teachers are required to fiteacho it Student-Led Conferences 3

based curriculum like the PYP, provides opportunities for students to strive Student-Led Conferences...

for deep knowledge and understanding that is not bound by subject a parentod6s persdpecti

boundaries. Further information regarding the development of the National

Exploring Exploration with
Curriculum can be found at http://www.ncb.org.au/default.asp ploting =xp

Year 3 5

Within this edition you will read of the way teachers across the network are Home Grown People 6
attempting to extract the conceptual understandings out of content based
units in order to allow for deep inquiry. As we can all appreciate it is easy to
adopt standard units of work and teach them without due consideration for
their relevance or significance f or oneds own cont  NSW/ACT PYP Network

interesting to read of the way teachers and students throughout the network Meeting (Red Hill Primary) 9-10
are grappling with what it means to think internationally, as we together
consider the Learner Profile.

Primary Sources in
Kindergarten 7-8

Languages and Inquiry in
the Primary School

Another common theme from this edition is a growing appreciation of Classroom 11-12

students bringing a wealth of knowledge and experience to school which Network Contacts 13
teachers can help them capitalise on and develop. In every learning area

: . L ) Network Meetings 13
(not just units of inquiry!) there is rarely a homogenous body and level of g
knowledge at the start. Indeed lwoul d even chall enge
to a unit. Learning is more dynrhatiac

wonderful pedagogy inquiry is for such a process.

Chris Wyatt and Ruth Adams
Network Coordinators

Newsletter Contributions

Once again, many thanks go to all of the staff that have contributed articles for this edition of PYP Essentials. We are

hoping to publish the third edition ready for the beginning of Semester 2. We welcome contributions for future editions.

Articles can be about anything related to the PYP in your school. tdo e s né6t have to be amazi e

other PYP teachers. %
o

Please forward any articles to either Chris Wyatt (chris.wyatt@stpauls.nsw.edu.au) or Ruth Adams
(rutha@kinas.edu.au).
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Sharing our journéey

A Kindergarten Learning
Journey

How can we effectivel
learning journey, so that they can share it with
parents and friends?

Over the last year, | have trialled a few different
approaches. Usually this involved complex displays
around our Kindergarten classroom. However, | was
keen to find a new way of recording the journey that
consistently engaged the boys and helped them to
continue to reflect on their learning and thinking. |
decided to try a new approach for our final unit of inquiry
for the year i recording their learning journey in a
display booki and what a success it has been!

Theideaisnotanewonei 6 a bi g bookd (
art diary), some textas and LOTS of photos i and over
the term KM has created a wonderful log of all the
thinking, learning, inquiring, wondering and reflecting

that has taken place, in and out of the classroom,
throughout our investigation into food.

We became
‘researchers’! We
needed to 'observe’
and 'record' our
findings.

We enjoyed asking
lots of interesting
questions foo!

t he
photos of themselves, comments that they have made
and questions that they have asked and | have found it
to be an invaluable tool for reflection.

The boys are excitedtore-vi s i t 60Bi g

Next week, we are starting our student-led conferences
and the boysarekeen t o share with
| ear ni ngi theyare borstiggowith pride!
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I, too, am very proud of the bookii t 6s br i ghi
and full of the boyso6 idea
is Okinder gar t aformattheylard usédr i
to and want to re-visit all the time. It allows them to

delve into complex ideas in an easy manner.

It has also helped me. I find | focus on more effectively
teaching the difficult vocabulary relating to the
transdisciplinary skills, learner profile traits and central
idea. | have highlighted these words on each page.

Is it easy to do?

If you love creating displays, you will find this a breeze! |
manage it by doing some each week.

You need to stay on top of it though or it can run away
from you!

Belinda Mitchell,
Kindergarten Teacher
Cranbrook School

Today, KM and KJ got |-
together and discussed
what we thought th
Central Idea means

|
{ There are many

different systems q
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Student-Led Conferences

The first day of Term 3 had finally arrived. The restful
bliss of the holidays was certainly behind me as |
drove wearily to school dreading what was to take
place: Studenti Led Conferences! Even though | had
planned and prepped my students, | was still a touch
unsure of how the day would unfold. Having to hand
over the reins, as it were, to the students of Year 4
was a daunting thought. Had | prepared enough?
Were all books marked and up to date? Would
parents actively respond to the four stations we had
set up in our room? Were the new computers up and
running allowing our video presentation to run? So
many unknowns!

My fears were alleviated when the first few parents arrived with
their children. Many were amazed at the work that their children
had produced and were in fact, continuing to produce, in our
Year 4 class. It was a privilege to be a bystander and withess
the interactions between students and parents.

Highlights:

1 Hearing students discuss the POI central idea, rather
than its appearance, was truly humbling.

T Becoming a
Mathematics Inquiry Station as a family worked
together to solve problems.

1 Hearing parents express their amazement and pride in
our Aboriginal Video presentations completed in the

I nquiry Centre. One parent
put the music with the sou
by, iYou really did this?

Our main purpose in providing parents with the opportunity to 'h ,

see the children actively involved in their learning is so they

gain a heightened understanding of the process of inquiry, not §

only in our POI Units, but also in other key learning areas.
Having 4 stations allowed parents to view a cross-section of
activities that gave them free access to our aims at the school
and how they are outworked in the classroom. Some may think
that having a 6Tote Trayd st q
contrary. Allowing children to showcase their work, especially
their reflections in their Math, POI and other journals, shows
exactly what the students have been learning about and their
comprehension of it.

By the last round of parents, feeling tired and weary, | was
buoyed by the continuing stories of pleasure in the effort and
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6voyeur6 to the

work of the students. The day had not become one
long Parent-Teacher Interview, but rather an insight
into not only what we do at school in Year 4 but also
how important these conferences are in allowing

parents to become part o
achievements and accomplishments in class.

Having Student-led Conferences, allows the school
to bring together all major stakeholders that are
involved in the education of our students. It shows
that we as a school are intentional about hands-on
inquiry and the benefits that this has on the learning
potential of the students enrolled in our school.

Michael Smith
Year 4 Teacher
St Paul 6s

School

Gr ammar
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Student-Led Conferences...
aparent pespective

A Parent Explores the First
FIl eet é

My son Dyon had changed. As | approached

the classroom he greeted me solemnly,

shaking my hand to signal the start of our
conference. Leading me through the door, he
presented the agenda - a series of themes
arranged around the room in a kaleidoscope of
stories, collages, sculptures and photos
representing the boyso
the last few weeks.

The topic: That Exploration Leads to Change. And what
better way for me to explore their journey?

| began by exploring life in England in the late 1700s.
What a life for that unfortunate scullery maid who had
thought that a bag of flour could be whisked home
guietly for her monthsd wo

And if life and misfortune had not already changed those
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who boarded the Endeavor, the journey itself certainly
would é

I ndividual s6 experiences of
explored using stories and images, leading to reflection on
some of the thoughts and feelings that they might have had.

The PYP profile of being balanced, along with the PYP
attitudes of empathy, curiosity and creativity were present in
abundance, not just in the way that the English were
explored, but in the reflection of the experience through the
eyes of the Aborigines.

How did Captain Cookds disco
people? What must it have been like for the Aboriginal people
to have their Dreamtime interrupted by this spectacle of
objects and weirdly dressed people? And afterwards, dealing
with the less expected consequences like the rapid downfall

of so many through new diseases and other physical
hardships? And what of the ways in which power over the

new colony was assumed?

As we progressed to the end of our conference | too had
changed. | saw how reflective, inquiry based learning from
different angles i both external (environment) and
individual s6 i nitcauld leadito aeastly e r i
richer grasp of this country:

children ever had.

This is a learning that opens up, rather than closes off,
questions and opportunities for action.

Kristine Braaten
Year 4 Parent
Cranbrook School
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Exploring Exploration with Year 3

A unit based on the philosophy of inquiry-based learning
entitled O6Discovering our
students to inquire into the idea:

O0How does nmeednokexplord ilnpact on
civilisations?o

Sharing and Comparingé.

In the first couple of weeks of the unit, students brainstormed their
personal understanding of the concepts of exploration and
civilisation. They shared their prior knowledge of early exploration of
the world by European, Dutch, French and English explorers and
compared and contrasted these civilisations to the Aboriginal
civilisation in Australia which inhabited the land prior to their arrival.

Exploring Artifactsé.

During this unit we visited the Maritime Museum to examine artifacts
from the exploration period which further informed our studies.
Students also participated in role-plays on the Endeavour replica. All
pupils had been prepared to consider questions that they wanted to
ask the expert Museum guides.

Going Furtheré.

The visit gave children of different abilities an opportunity to ask
guestions that had been individually developed by them for further
research. Teaching this unit of work gave an amazing insight into
the depth of prior knowledge that students already possessed and
illustrated the importance of using the inquiry based philosophy to
engage them through relevance. It also provided Year 3 teachers at
Macarthur with a better understanding of teaching pedagogy that
was required to build and extend upon this level of student
knowledge and understanding.

Mrs Rebecca lbrahim

Year 3 Teacher
Macarthur Anglican School
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